Human rights in literacy lessons at Granton
Primary School
Granton Primary School is a GLP Expert Centre. It educates over 530 pupils aged 3 to 11
who represent the diversity of the local area in Lambeth, London. Our school has embedded
global learning across the whole curriculum, and more particularly in literacy and maths.
In the autumn term, Year 6 made cross-curricular links with a whole-school topic on human
rights. In literacy, the children read the well-known Roald Dahl texts Matilda (Puffin, 2013),
George’s Marvellous Medicine (Puffin, 2014) and James and the Giant Peach (Puffin, 2013).
They were asked to identify the human right that was being denied in each of the stories.
After some role plays and hot seating to recreate stories and understand the characters and
the author’s mind-set, the pupils emulated the style of Roald Dahl and created their own
stories, with a right from the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child1 being
denied at the beginning of
the story, and justice
being given in the
resolution and ending of
the story.
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Additionally, when studying extended narratives in autumn term 2, the children reflected on
the human right being denied in ‘The Elephant's Child’ by Rudyard Kipling (Just So Stories,
Aziloth Books, 2015). They discussed the morals in Kipling's story and used these ideas to
create their own extended narratives with a clear moral.
In topic lessons, children worked on the human right that states that 'every child should have
access to the best medical care possible' by creating a newspaper report about the Ebola
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crisis. They discussed whether this right was being provided for those affected by the Ebola
disease abroad and looked at the work organisations are doing around the world to ensure
this right is respected. They also created their own class banners centred on one of the
human rights in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.
Threading the theme of human rights through their literacy lessons and topic work led to a
number of learning outcomes. The children developed their enquiry skills as they read
familiar texts with a renewed focus; this in turn led to the development of their critical thinking
and enabled them to approach texts from a new perspective.
Starting with stories set in familiar contexts also empowered the children’s understanding of
children’s rights, which they could then apply to other parts of the world. For example,
reading about how the main character in Matilda was denied her right to education in the UK
helped them to understand how this right is denied to children in many other parts of the
world. It also enabled them to realise that children’s rights can be violated anywhere in the
world, not just in developing countries, thus challenging stereotypes and supporting enquiry
and critical thinking about development and development issues.
Exploring human rights through these books and through topic work culminated in the
children taking part in a whole-school children’s rights march − an event that drew in
members from beyond the school. One of the Year 6 teachers is now part of the team
working on achieving the Rights Respecting Schools Award.2
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